Happy 2022
from the

Stiff Family of Colton, WA
2020 was a tough year for everyone so I never did write a Happy New Year letter and
almost did not write this one but, better late than never? Since 2020 we lost several family
members, two legged and four legged. You all know how painful that is. Like everyone
else, we started January with our first Covid-19 vaccination followed by two more as the
year progressed. I had not sewn in years but taught myself, with the help of YouTube,
how to make masks in various styles and with the proper fabric (tight woven cotton with
a layer of polypropylene). So far, we have been lucky and no Covid. Of course, our big
outings have been trips to the grocery store, garden center, home improvement centers
and the vet plus many Zoom meetings.
We found out in late 2020 that the seller had misrepresented the property lines and
ultimately lost about 20 feet of the northern side of our property. We were forced to vacate
our driveway, which had been there for 42 years, and have a new one constructed closer
to the red barn. Installing a new driveway and lawyers’ fees are not cheap plus we lost
our first lavender field.
We had planned on growing lavender or heather (like we did in Brush Prairie), but heather
does not grow well here so in 2020 we got serious and planted our first field of lavender.
In 2021 we expanded (rather replaced that first field) with two new fields (north field and
west field) and now have about two hundred plants in the ground with more waiting to be
planted in our shop. We hope to specialize in white and pink plants and sell fresh flowers,
potted plants, and dried bouquets.
We were fortunate to see the kids (Jon, Kama, Klarissa, Kameron) at Christmas in 2020
and 2021 plus a few weeks each summer. They were quite strict with masks, hand
sanitizer, etc. and remained healthy despite several plane rides.
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We had a greenhouse in Brush Prairie so decided it was justified to build one here to
support or new lavender farm. Chuck named it “Bald Butte Lavender Farm” which is
officially a division of my company, Kitchen Culture Kits Inc.
Star was getting lonely without a brother, so we decided to get a puppy. Star’s parents
were expecting again so our new puppy, Sully, is actually Star’s real brother but from a
different litter. We got him on January 8 during a nasty snowstorm. At the same time,
Jennica was missing having a dog, so she adopted a rescue dog, Rizzo. Fortunately,
Jenn moved in with us last year (while in process of house hunting) so now Star has an
adult playmate and a puppy playmate. They all get a little energetic so often we have to
keep them separated even though we have a fenced yard. Note that Star and Rizzo are
also diggers. At times it feels like we have triplets. Jennica’s cats are quite the opposite
and are usually quiet and sedate. We have yet to get the cats and dogs together
peacefully.
We have always been musical theatre enthusiasts but in 2020 and most of 2021, there
was none. Finally in October 2021, musical theatre was back, and we got to see “Cats”
in Spokane. In the coming months, we will get to see “Jersey Boys,” “Wicked” and
“Hamilton.” Klarissa, our granddaughter will be flying up from Phoenix to see Hamilton
with us. I promised her this in 2020 but of course all had to be put on hold.
I continue to run my company, Kitchen Culture Kits Inc.as well as serve as the
propagator of half our lavender. Chuck’s focus is on the lavender farm and his annual
vegetable and fruit production.
Let’s hope that 2022 is so much better than the previous!!

Here is our address and phone contacts:

202 Butte Street Johnson, Colton, WA 99113
Carol:

608-302-2750 kck@turbonet.com

Chuck:

360-839-4444 cstiff@turbonet.com
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For those of you not familiar with our journey these past years, Chuck made a map
detailing them. We met in Madison, Wisconsin 48 years ago. We then went to
Blacksburg for Chuck’s Ph.D. program, to Baton Rouge for his first PhD job., then on to
Moscow, Idaho for almost 20 years, a short time in Olympia, WA, then to Texas, back to
Wisconsin, over to Brush Prairie, WA, and finally here in Johnson, WA. It certainly has
been an adventure!!
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